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Insurance Pays $101,000 on “Big Dig” Claim
We	have	great	news	on	our	insurance	claim	for	the	huge	foundation	repair	
that	we	had	to	perform	in	2009	due	to	deteriorated	county	and	water	sewer	
lines.	Our	insurance	company	has	paid	$101,000	on	our	claims,	in	line	with	
the	recovery	our	attorney	thought	we	might	obtain.	After	deductibles	and	
expenses	related	to	our	appeal,	we	netted	$88,000.

The	water	invasion	below	1917	Rhodes	Street	cost	us	over	$400,000,	not	to	
mention	endless	headaches	for	the	board,	the	management	and,	of	course,	
the	residents,	who	had	to	endure	construction	for	the	better	part	of	a	year.	
Due	to	a	variety	of	exclusions	and	the	presence	of	a	pre-existing	condition,	
we	never	had	any	hope	of	obtaining	full	reimbursement	from	the	insurance	
company.	In	theory,	Arlington	County	was	responsible	for	the	remainder,	
but	the	legal	doctrine	of	“sovereign	immunity”	makes	any	lawsuit	against	the	
county	hopeless.

So,	getting	this	much	money	—	over	$400	per	CVI	dwelling	unit	—	is	real	
cause	for	celebration.	

Special	thanks	is	owed	to	Board	President	Geoff	Schwartzman,	who	dog-
gedly	monitored	the	project	during	the	construction	and	pursued	the	
insurance	claim	at	the	cost	of	considerable	time	and	effort;	former	man-
ager	Peter	Freedman,	who	oversaw	the	construction	and	worked	on	the	
claim	even	after	being	promoted	into	a	different	department	at	Legum	and	
Norman;	our	attorney,	Stephen	Horvath	of	Bancroft,	McGavin,	Horvath	
&	Judkins,	P.C.;	and	consulting	engineer	Mike	Chadwell,	of	Construction	
Systems,	Inc.,	whose	careful	documentation	was	vital	for	supporting	our	
claim.	

The	money	will	be	plunked	directly	into	our	capital	reserve	account	where	it	
will	help	fund	the	backlog	of	infrastructure	work	we	had	to	defer	due	to	the	
unexpected	foundation	repairs	(see	p.	2	for	more	on	the	capital	reserve).	

Resident Handbook Online!
Got questions about life in CVI? The CVI Resident Handbook has the 
answers! 

Visit www.colonialvillagei.com and look under “General Information” 
for the current edition.
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2011 Operating Budget in the Black, 
Reserves Still Strained
According	to	preliminary,	unaudited	fi	gures,	the	Association	ended	the	year	
approximately	10%	under	budget:	$726,000	actual	versus	$812,000	budgeted.	
Part	of	this	happy	result	can	be	chalked	up	to	fewer-then-expected	plumbing	
and	electrical	repairs,	along	with	lower-than-expected	utility	costs.	It	must	
be	emphasized	that	these	are	tentative	fi	gures	and	subject	to	revision.	How-
ever,	it	is	clear	that	we	had	a	good	year	in	budget	terms.	

Our	capital	reserves	are	deep	in	the	hole,	however,	with	only	$20,000	in	a	
money	market	account	at	the	end	of	the	year.	For	the	past	two	years,	we	have	
paid	our	reserve	expenditures	on	a	cash-in,	cash-out	basis	as	we	accrue	month-
ly	income,	but	we	have	not	been	able	to	set	any	money	aside.	We	fi	nally	paid	off		
our	last	remaining	reserve	bill	in	November,	and	are	now	putting	money	into	
our	reserve	account:	we	transferred	$60,000	to	the	reserve	in	March.	

Parking Lot Resurfacing
The resurfacing and restrip-
ing of the parking lot will be 
performed in mid-July or early 
August. This work will require 
all vehicles to be removed 
from the lot by 6:30 am and 
remain in alternative parking 
areas until the next morning. 
The lot entrance will be roped 
off  so that vehicles cannot 
gain access to the lot during 
this 24-hour period. Notices 
will be posted and emailed in 
advance of the impending job 
date.

Infrastructure Repairs to Start Soon
Now that construction season is here, we expect to commence the following projects:

• Tuck pointing the top half of the brick walls in 
the rear of 2007-2021 Key Blvd.

• Replacing the fl ues in all four chimneys
• Replacing a roof at 2007 Key Blvd.

• Replacing electrical meter boxes in the build-
ings on the west side of Rhodes St.

• Resurfacing the parking lot behind 2003 Key
• Painting exterior window and door trim

New Reserve Study Outlines 
Infrastructure Needs

Our	state-mandated	reserve	study	shows	that	we	are	facing	our	biggest-ever	
infrastructure	crunch	over	the	next	fi	ve	years	(2012-16).	We	simultaneously	
have	to	replace	all	our	roofs	as	well	as	continue	our	massive	brick	and	mor-
tar	repair	project	(“tuck-pointing”).	

Virginia	law	requires	that	we	perform	a	reserve	study	every	fi	ve	years.	In	ad-
dition	to	providing	a	detailed	description	of	the	condition	of	every	element	
of	our	buildings	and	grounds,	the	document	contains	a	detailed	fi	nancial	
projection	of	our	infrastructure	needs	for	30	years	in	the	future.	For	budget-
ary	purposes,	however,	our	focus	is	the	period	2012-16.	

Th	 e	board	has	sought	to	ensure	that	the	infrastructure	repairs	are	“fully	
funded”	for	this	period.	One	basic	assumption	is	that	our	contributions	to	the	
capital	reserve	—	that	is,	our	savings	account	for	long-term	expenses	—	will	
increase	by	8	percent	a	year.	Because	our	reserve	contributions	are	roughly	a	
quarter	of	our	annual	budget,	this	will	require	a	2	percent	increase	in	annual	
assessments	even	before	we	consider	any	increase	in	the	operating	budget.

However,	it	should	be	emphasized	that	this	is	only	a	plan.	Expenditures	and	
reserve	contributions	may	be	changed	in	any	given	year	to	adapt	to	new	
conditions.

Th	 e	reserve	study	is	posted	on	our	website	at	http://www.colonialvillagei.
com	under	“General	Information.”
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Need More 
Room??

Extra Storage Bins  
for Rent!

You will soon receive in-
formation regarding the 
availability of rentals for 
half-size storage bins ($120 
per year) or full-size stor-
age bins ($240 per year). To 
be eligible, you must be an 
owner in good standing or a 
tenant with a current lease 
on file. Sign-up will be on a 
first-come, first-served basis 
after the information has 
been distributed to all own-
ers and residents. 

A Tribute to Long-Time  
Resident Anne Walker
The	family	of	the	late	Anne	Walker,	a	
beloved,	long-time	resident	of	Colonial	Vil-
lage	I,	has	donated	a	bench	in	her	memory.	
The	new	bench	is	located	at	1909	Rhodes,	
close	to	where	she	used	to	live.

Anne,	who	passed	away	in	July	2011	at	the	
age	of	95,	was	a	familiar	figure	to	residents	because	she	enjoyed	sitting	in	
a	lawn	chair	outside	her	apartment	during	warm	weather.	She	grew	up	in	
Manchester,	Conn.,	where	she	loved	to	swim.	She	had	two	brothers	and	
five	sisters.	At	age	9	she	was	the	state	girls	swimming	champion.	She	had	
the	trophy	her	entire	life.	At	age	19	she	convinced	her	parents	to	let	her	
move	to	Washington	D.C.	to	work	for	her	older	brother	Edward,	who	
managed	a	dry	cleaning	business.	She	subsequently	worked	for	the	fed-
eral	government,	where	she	remained	for	the	rest	of	her	working	life.	She	
continued	her	love	of	swimming,	bowling,	tennis	and	golf.	She	traveled	
the	world	and	was	assigned	to	Vietnam	as	well.	She	retired	in	the	1970s	
and	pursued	her	love	of	swimming	by	entering	the	Senior	Olympics	and	
the	DC	Masters.	At	one	point	in	the	1990’s	she	held	10	world	records	in	
swimming	in	her	age	groups.	Her	condo	was	adorned	with	so	many	med-
als,	ribbons	and	trophies	that	she	would	give	them	away	at	Special	Olym-
pics	as	prizes	to	the	children	who	competed.

Her	favorite	location	was	the	Fairfax	County	Parks	Authority	Providence	
Recreation	Center.	She	taught	children	to	swim	and	she	also	was	a	starter	at	
area	golf	courses.	She	taught	all	her	grandchildren	and	great-grand	children	
to	swim	and	play	golf	and	tennis.	She	was	a	long-time	Redskins	fan	and	
loved	watching	college	football	as	well.	Her	favorite	time	was	when	friends	
and	family	would	visit	her	condo	at	Colonial	Village	and	have	“Margarita	
Nights.”	She	was	always	the	center	of	attention	and	had	an	incredible	sense	
of	humor	and	magnetic	personality.	She	loved	trips	to	the	Arrowine	wine	
store	and	sitting	outside	her	unit	with	her	radio	to	talk	with	residents	and	
passersby.

Her	good	friend	Gretchen	Ring’s	brother	was	the	developer	of	Colonial	
Village.	Anne	initially	moved	into	Colonial	Village	in	1966,	for	a	couple	of	
years.	She	then	went	back	to	Vietnam	from	1969-1971.	She	moved	back	
to	stay	until	December	10,	2010,	when	she	entered	assisted	living	in	Alex-
andria.	She	lived	at	Colonial	Village	for	42	years.	She	loved	being	around	
young	people	and	had	many	friends	who	were	drawn	to	her	outgoing	
personality.

All	her	friends	and	neighbors	at	Colonial	Village	will	remember	her	fondly,	
especially	when	they	sit	and	rest	on	the	bench	donated	in	her	name.	
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Board of Directors
Geoff Schwartzman, President
Austin Wiehe, Vice President
Neil Chritton, 2nd Vice 

President
Chuck Edwards, Treasurer
Susan Craig, Vice Treasurer
Janel Brattland, Secretary
Barbara Wiehe, Member At 

Large

Management Company
Legum & Norman, Inc. AAMC 

An Associa® Member Company

Chuck Vaughan, CMCA® AMS® 
General Manager 
CVaughan@LegumNorman.com

Sonya Rainey, CMCA® 
Assistant Manager 
SRainey@LegumNorman.com

Amanda Bright 
Office Administrator 
ABright@LegumNorman.com

703.525.5557 OFFICE 
703.525.5558 FAX

We’re on the Web!
See us at: 
www.colonialvillagei.com

Board President’s Email 
colonialvillage1@gmail.com

Email Updates
Join our listserv and 
get prompt notice of 
events affecting your 
community. Just send 
your email address to  

cviupdates@gmail.
com and ask to be 
added to the list.

CVI Helpful Info — Clip and Save!
CVI Website — colonialvillagei.com

Emergency Building Entrance Lock-Outs — Call Legum & Norman 
Management — 703-525-5557 

Towed from Parking Lot — Call Advanced Towing — 703-525-0550

Bike Registration — All bikes stored within the racks in common 
areas must be registered with Arlington County. Registration is easy 
and free and you can register online at www.arlingtonva.us. Go to 
Online Services and click on Register your Bike. U-Locks are the best 
protection against bike theft.

Bulk pickup — This is scheduled for the first day of month, unless 
the 1st falls on a weekend or holiday. Then the pickup is the next 
business day. Please do not discard furniture or other large house-
hold items in the trash rooms or any other common areas. Please see 
signage on trash room doors/walls regarding bulk trash disposal.

Pest management — This service is provided by the association 
twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays. Contact Management 
Office at (703) 525-5557 or email ABright@LegumNorman.com. Be 
sure to advise which pest type you require extermination for.

New Tenants — Please make sure to come into the Management 
office after you’ve received key fobs from landlord. Fobs must be reg-
istered with your contact information at the Office. In the event you 
misplace your fob or are locked out of the building, Management will 
be unable to replace the fob without owner’s consent or allow emer-
gency access without your identity code

Spring Planting
After	several	years	of	replanting,	the	landscaping	
in	the	following	courtyards	in	Colonial	Village	I	
is	considered	largely	complete:

2007-2021	Key	Blvd	 1900-1906	Rhodes	St
1903-2005	Key	Blvd	 1908-1924	Rhodes	St

This	year,	planting	efforts	have	focused	mainly	
on	the	eastern	side	of	Rhodes	St,	from	1909	to	
1917	Rhodes.	Next	year,	we	will	finish	this	area	
and	then	start	replanting	at	1801-1813	Key	Blvd.	
There	will	always	be	some	landscaping	expen-
ditures	required	in	any	given	year	as	trees	and	
shrubs	grow	old	and	die.	But	we	hope	that	the	basic	replanting	will	be	com-
pleted	by	2014.	

It	should	be	noted	that	we	have	saved	at	least	$3,000	in	labor	already	
this	year	by	virtue	of	volunteer	work.	Thanks to all volunteers for your 
assistance!

•	 


